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Backg rou nd
In th is  ar t ic le I  explore the thoughts and
reflect ions of young adults from the Black
Country in the West  Midlands about  what  i t
means to read and to be a reader.  Beginning
wi th d iscussions of  newspaper eading I
suggest  hat  whi ls t  the part ic ipants in th is
study were l ikely to feel comfortable with
thei r ' technical  sk i l ls '  as readers they were
not  a lways so conf ident  in  thei r  abi l i t ies to
'grasp',  as they saw it ,  the 'correct '
meanings of  the texts they read,  most
especia l ly  those they encountered in the
course of  thei r  s tudies at  col lege.  Drawing
on data col lected in relat ion to 'reading for
p leasure ' I  beg in  to  cons ider  the  ways  in
which new media textual i t ies,  in  th is  case
gaming,  may of fer  young adul ts  new ways
of being as readers that although both
pleasurable and mot ivat ing f ind l i t t le
legi t imate expression wi th in educat ional
spaces.  I make use of  Gee's not ions of
act ive and cr i t ica l  earning to suggest  hat  i f
the reading subject identi t ies constructed
through schooled l i teracy are to be
meaningfu l  (valued) and useful  (permit
learners to exercise power as readers
perhaps even in ways that are not
predictable or, we must dare to say,
desi rable)  to young adul t  readers then a
broader range of  theoret ical  understandings
must be brought to bear on practice. These
seem pert inent  in  the envi ronment of  Web
2.0  (O 'Re i l l y ,  2OO7)  and Med ia  2 .0
(McDougal l ,  2007;  Gaunt let t  2008) which
seems at once to offer both excit ing new
possibi l i t ies for young people to enact
reading (and wr i t ing)  and to fur ther  t rouble
the possib i l i ty  of  a proximal  re lat ionship
between educat ional  and cul tura l  i fe  wor ld
l i teracy ident i t ies.  I  go on to consider  what
m ig ht usefu l ly be lea rnt a bout read ing by
beginning to theor ise the enjoyment young
adul ts  f ind in out  of  col lege textual
exper ience.  The f indings of  th is  ar t ic le may 14
be of interest to those involved in the
teaching of  reading as they i l lust rate
compel l ingly the need for  pedagogical
approaches to reading and l i teracy that  not
only take ser ious account  of  the socia l
practices through which readers experience
text  but  which r igorously theor ise the
mak ing  and tak ing  o f  mean ing  and in  so
doing teach learners to " real ly  read" (Gee,
2003 :  16 ) .
f  ntroducing the data
This art icle draws on excerpts of data from a
study of  the reading habi ts  and ident i t ies of
s ix teen to n ineteen year o lds studying in
further education contexts in the Black
Country, West Midlands. Data col lected for
the study inc luded a large scale reading
habi ts  quest ionnaire,  focus group
discussions and auto-ethnographic reading
histor ies f rom indiv iduals.  I t  is  f rom the
focus group discussions that the extracts
cited here are drawn.
These groups comprised of between three
and f ive part icipants, twenty-three
part ic ipants in tota l ,  fo l lowing programmes
of  study at  QCF (Qual i f icat ions and Credi t
Framework, formerly National Quali f icat ions
framework) levels one, two or three.
Part ic ipat ion was voluntary and part ic ipants
and groups were sel f -select ing.  The gender
make-up of  groups was var ied,  some were
a l l  ma le ,  some a l l  female  and some mixed.
However no groups were mixed by level of
study.  The discussions took p lace in
informal, Quiet spaces away from the
classroom sett ing and were semi-structured.
Part icipants were asked to respond to
twenty one st imulus quest ions or
statements, related to the f indings of the
region wide reading habi ts  survey,  which
they turned over at  thei r  own pace 'pack of
cards '  s ty le.  I  led the d iscussions and
al though I had previously been a teacher at
